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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, JUVENILE DIVISION, GEAUGA COUNTY, OHIO 

Judge Timothy J. Grendell 

 

 

Information Sheet 

Name Change of Minor 

 
WARNING 

 
This Information Sheet is intended to provide you with a brief overview of the subject matter. It may 
not provide to you all information that you require to be fully informed of the law that is applicable to 
your case. Additionally, the information may not accurately describe the pertinent sections of the 
Ohio Revised Code that are referenced in the footnotes. You should read those sections that are 
referenced. Likewise, you should read the case opinions that are referenced in the footnotes. The 
Ohio Revised Code has a link on the Court’s website. Additionally, you should consider reading 
those sections that are footnoted using “Page’s Ohio Revised Code Annotated,” which can be 
found at the Geauga County Law Library in the basement of the Courthouse at 100 Short Ct. 
Street, Chardon, Ohio  44024. Page’s Ohio Revised Code Annotated will also provide you a 
summary of applicable court decisions (known as “case law”). While the Help Center can provide 
you with a limited amount of information, the Help Center staff cannot provide you with legal 
advice, and this Information Sheet is not intended to provide you with legal advice that is applicable 
to your case. You must decide how to best use the information provided. In the footnotes you will 
see a reference such as “R.C. 3111.13.” That refers to Ohio Revised Code Section 3111.13, which 
is found in R.C. Title 31, and in R.C. Chapter 3111 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

Background 
 
Ohio law provides that if a child is born to an unmarried mother, then that child’s birth certificate 
shall reflect that the child’s surname (i.e. “last name”) is the same as the mother, unless both 
parents (i) sign the birth certificate as informants and (ii) designate that the child’s name shall be 
given the father’s surname.1 After the child’s birth, one parent may want to change the minor child’s 
surname to that of the other parent. There two situations that are typical. 
 

• The first is where the paternity of the father is not established at birth. At a later time, 
paternity is established and a child support order is rendered against the father. In that 
situation, the father may seek to have the child’s surname changed to the father’s surname. 
 

• The second is where the child’s surname, at birth, is designated to be the father’s surname. 
At a later time, the mother desires to have the child’s surname changed to that of the 
mother (including perhaps the surname of a new spouse). 
 

 
1 R.C. 3705.09(F)(2) and Bobo v. Jewell, 38 Ohio St. 3d 330 (1988) 
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Juvenile Court 
 
In a paternity action, where the Juvenile Court must determine the existence or nonexistence of the 
father and child relationship, the Court has the power to also determine whether to change the 
child’s surname to the father’s surname; provided that such action is in the best interest of the 
child.2 See the discussion below regarding the factors that the Court must consider when 
determining the child’s “best interest.” 
 
Probate Court 
 
In any case, the Probate Court has the authority to change the child’s surname.3 Either parent may 
file with the Probate Court a form titled “Application for Change of Name of Minor (Probate Form 
21.1). 
 

Note: In addition to preparing and filing the Application for Change of Name of Minor 
(Probate Form 21.1), the applicant must: 
 

• Birth Certificate. Obtain and file with that application a certified copy (long form) of 
the child’s birth certificate (showing city, county, state of birth). 
 

• Consent. If the other parent is willing to consent, then prepare the form titled 
“Consent to Change of Name,” have the other parent sign that form before a notary 
public, and file the consent together with that application. 

 

• No Consent. If the other parent is unwilling to consent, then the Court will hold a 
Hearing and the applicant must prepare and file with the Court a form titled “Notice 
of Hearing on Change of Name” (Probate Form 21.5). The clerk of courts will 
provide a hearing date and will arrange to have the notice published by The News-
Herald. 

 

• Deposit. Be prepared to pay a court deposit. 
 

 

Best Interest Factors 
 
If the Court must determine at a Hearing whether to change the child’s surname, the Court will 

consider certain factors set forth by the Supreme Court of Ohio, which are as follows:4 

 

• the effect of the change on the preservation and development of the child’s relationship with 

each parent; 

 

• the identification of the child as part of a family unit; 

 

• the length of time that the child has used a surname; 

 

 
2 R.C. 3111.13(C) and Bobo v. Jewell, 38 Ohio St. 3d 330 (1988) 
3 R.C. 2717.01(B) 
4 In re WillHite, 85 Ohio St. 3d 28, 1999-Ohio-201 (1999); see also In re Name Change of M.J., 2019-Ohio-2065 (3rd App. 
Dist.) 
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• the preference of the child if the child is of sufficient maturity to express a meaningful 

preference; 

 

• whether the child’s surname is different from the surname of the child’s residential parent; 

 

• the embarrassment, discomfort, or inconvenience that may result when a child bears a 

surname different from the residential parent’s; 

 

• parental failure to maintain contact with and support of the child; and 

 

• any other factor relevant to the child’s best interest. 

 

 
 

LEGAL PRACTICE IN THE JUVENILE COURT IS RESTRICTED BY LAW TO 
ATTORNEYS WHO ARE LICENSED BY THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO AND 
INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE HANDLING THEIR OWN LEGAL MATTERS. IF AN 
INDIVIDUAL WISHES TO HANDLE HIS OR HER OWN CASE, THAT PERSON MAY 
ATTEMPT TO DO SO, HOWEVER DUE TO THE COMPLEXITY OF THE LAW AND THE 
DESIRE TO AVOID COSTLY ERRORS, MANY PERSONS WHO HAVE MATTERS 
BEFORE THE COURT ARE REPRESENTED BY AN ATTORNEY.  
 
IF YOU CHOOSE TO REPRESENT YOURSELF AND USE THE COURT’S FORMS, BE 
AWARE THAT STATE LAW PROHIBITS THE JUDGE, MAGISTRATE, AND 
EMPLOYEES OF THE GEAUGA COUNTY JUVENILE COURT, INCLUDING THE HELP 
CENTER STAFF, FROM PROVIDING YOU WITH LEGAL ADVICE. IF YOU NEED 
LEGAL ADVICE, THEN YOU SHOULD CONTACT AN ATTORNEY OF YOUR 
CHOOSING. 
 


